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2.  Parties shall give due regard to the special requirements of developing port States
Parties, in particular the least-developed among them and small island developing States,
to ensure that a disproportionate burden resulting from the implementation of this
Agreement is not transferred directly or indirectly to them. In cases where the transfer of
a disproportionate burden has been demonstrated, Parties shall cooperate to facilitate the
implementation by the relevant developing States Parties of specific obligations under
this Agreement.

3. Parties shall, either directly or through FAO, assess the special requirements of
developing States Parties concerning the implementation of this Agreement.

4.  Parties shall cooperate to establish appropriate funding mechanisms to assist
developing States in the implementation of this Agreement. These mechanisms shall,
inter alia, be directed specifically towards:

(a) developing national and international port State measures;

(b) developing and enhancing capacity, including for monitoring, control and
surveillance and for training at the national and regional levels of port
managers, inspectors, and enforcement and legal personnel;

(¢) monitoring, control, surveillance and compliance activities relevant to port
State measures, including access to technology and equipment; and

(d) assisting developing States Parties with the costs involved in any proceedings
for the settlement of disputes that result from actions they have taken
pursuant to this ~ Agreement.

5. Cooperation with and among developing States Parties for the purposes set out in
this Article may include the provision of technical and financial assistance through
bilateral, multilateral and regional channels, including South-South cooperation.

6.  Parties shall establish an ad hoc working group to periodically report and make
recommendations to the Parties on the establishment of funding mechanisms including a
scheme for contributions, identification and mobilization of funds, the development of
criteria and procedures to guide implementation, and progress in the implementation of
the funding mechanisms. In addition to the considerations provided in this Article, the ad
hoc working group shall take into account, inter alia:

(a) the assessment of the needs of developing States Parties, in particular the
least-developed among them and small island developing States;

(b) the availability and timely disbursement of funds;

(c) transparency of decision-making and management processes concerning
fundraising and allocations; and

(d) accountability of the recipient developing States Parties in the agreed use of
funds.

Parties shall take into account the reports and any recommendations of the ad hoc
working group and take appropriate action.

PART 7
DISPUTE SETTLEMENT

Article 22

Peaceful settlement of disputes

1.  Any Party may seek consultations with any other Party or Parties on any dispute
with regard to the interpretation or application of the provisions of this Agreement with a
view to reaching a mutually satisfactory solution as soon as possible.

2. In the event that the dispute is not resolved through these consultations within a
reasonable period of time, the Parties in question shall consult among themselves as soon
as possible with a view to having the dispute settled by negotiation, inquiry, mediation,
conciliation, arbitration, judicial settlement or other peaceful means of their own choice.

3. Any dispute of this character not so resolved shall, with the consent of all Parties
to the dispute, be referred for settlement to the International Court of Justice, to the
International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea or to arbitration. In the case of failure to
reach agreement on referral to the International Court of Justice, to the International
Tribunal for the Law of the Sea or to arbitration, the Parties shall continue to consult and
cooperate with a view to reaching settlement of the dispute in accordance with the rules
of international law relating to the conservation of living marine resources.
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