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PART 4
INSPECTIONS AND FOLLOW-UP ACTIONS

Article 12

Levels and priorities for inspection

1. Each Party shall inspect the number of vessels in its ports required to reach an
annual level of inspections sufficient to achieve the objective of this Agreement.

2. Parties shall seek to agree on the minimum levels for inspection of vessels through,
as appropriate, regional fisheries management organizations, FAO or otherwise.

3. Indetermining which vessels to inspect, a Party shall give priority to:

(a) vessels that have been denied entry or use of a port in accordance with this
Agreement;

(b) requests from other relevant Parties, States or regional fisheries management
organizations that particular vessels be inspected, particularly where such
requests are supported by evidence of IUU fishing or fishing related activities
in support of such fishing by the vessel in question; and

(c) other vessels for which there are clear grounds for suspecting that they have
engaged in [UU fishing or fishing related activities in support of such fishing.

Article 13

Conduct of inspections

1. Each Party shall ensure that its inspectors carry out the functions set forth in Annex
B as a minimum standard.

2. Each Party shall, in carrying out inspections in its ports:

(a) ensure that inspections are carried out by properly qualified inspectors
authorized for that purpose, having regard in particular to Article 17;

(b) ensure that, prior to an inspection, inspectors are required to present to the
master of the vessel an appropriate document identifying the inspectors as
such;

(c) ensure that inspectors examine all relevant areas of the vessel, the fish on
board, the nets and any other gear, equipment, and any document or record on
board that is relevant to verifying compliance with relevant conservation and
management measures;

(d) require the master of the vessel to give inspectors all necessary assistance and
information, and to present relevant material and documents as may be
required, or certified copies thereof;

(e) in case of appropriate arrangements with the flag State of the vessel, invite
that State to participate in the inspection;

(f) make all possible efforts to avoid unduly delaying the vessel to minimize
interference and inconvenience, including any unnecessary presence of
inspectors on board, and to avoid action that would adversely affect the
quality of the fish on board;

(g) make all possible efforts to facilitate communication with the master or senior
crew members of the vessel, including where possible and where needed that
the inspector is accompanied by an interpreter;

(h) ensure that inspections are conducted in a fair, transparent and non-
discriminatory manner and would not constitute harassment of any vessel; and

(i) not interfere with the master’s ability, in conformity with international law, to
communicate with the authorities of the flag State.

Article 14

Results of inspections

Each Party shall, as a minimum standard, include the information set out in Annex
C in the written report of the results of each inspection.
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