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of the Parties to this Protocol, or at the written request of any Party, provided
that, within six months of the request being communicated to the Parties by the
Secretariat, it is supported by at least one third of the Parties.

8. The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International
Atomic Energy Agency, as well as any State member thereof or observers
thereto not party to the Convention, may be represented as observers at
meetings of the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties
to this Protocol. Any body or agency, whether national or international,
governmental or non-governmental, that is qualified in matters covered by this
Protocol and that has informed the Secretariat of its wish to be represented at a
meeting of the Conference of the Parties serving as a meeting of the Parties to
this Protocol as an observer, may be so admitted, unless at least one third of
the Parties present object. Except as otherwise provided in this Article, the
admission and participation of observers shall be subject to the rules of
procedure, as referred to in paragraph 5 above.

ARTICLE 27
SUBSIDIARY BODIES

1. Any subsidiary body established by or under the Convention may serve
this Protocol, including upon a decision of the Conference of the Parties
serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Protocol. Any such decision shall
specify the tasks to be undertaken.

2. Parties to the Convention that are not Parties to this Protocol may
participate as observers in the proceedings of any meeting of any such
subsidiary bodies. When a subsidiary body of the Convention serves as a
subsidiary body to this Protocol, decisions under this Protocol shall be taken
only by Parties to this Protocol.

3. When a subsidiary body of the Convention exercises its functions with
regard to matters concerning this Protocol, any member of the bureau of that
subsidiary body representing a Party to the Convention but, at that time, not a
Party to this Protocol, shall be substituted by a member to be elected by and
from among the Parties to this Protocol.

ARTICLE 28
SECRETARIAT

1. The Secretariat established by Article 24 of the Convention shall serve
as the secretariat to this Protocol.

2. Article 24, paragraph 1, of the Convention on the functions of the
Secretariat shall apply, mutatis mutandis, to this Protocol.

3. To the extent that they are distinct, the costs of the secretariat services
for this Protocol shall be met by the Parties hereto. The Conference of the
Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Protocol shall, at its first
meeting, decide on the necessary budgetary arrangements to this end.

ARTICLE 29
MONITORING AND REPORTING

Each Party shall monitor the implementation of its obligations under this
Protocol, and shall, at intervals and in the format to be determined by the
Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Protocol,
report to the Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
this Protocol on measures that it has taken to implement this Protocol.

ARTICLE 30

PROCEDURES AND MECHANISMS TO PROMOTE COMPLIANCE
WITH THIS PROTOCOL

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
this Protocol shall, at its first meeting, consider and approve cooperative
procedures and institutional mechanisms to promote compliance with the
provisions of this Protocol and to address cases of non-compliance. These
procedures and mechanisms shall include provisions to offer advice or

-assistance, where appropriate. They shall be separate from, and without

prejudice to, the dispute settlement procedures and mechanisms under
Article 27 of the Convention.

ARTICLE 31
ASSESSMENT AND REVIEW

The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to
this Protocol shall undertake, four years after the entry into force of this
Protocol and thereafter at intervals determined by the Conference of the Parties
serving as the meeting of the Parties to this Protocol, an evaluation of the
effectiveness of this Protocol.
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