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(c) Model contractual clauses for benefit-sharing arising from the
utilization of traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources.

4. Parties, in their implementation of this Protocol, shall, as far as possible,
not restrict the customary use and exchange of genetic resources and
associated traditional knowledge within and amongst indigenous and local
communities in accordance with the objectives of the Convention.

ARTICLE 13

NATIONAL FOCAL POINTS AND COMPETENT
NATIONAL AUTHORITIES

l. Each Party shall designate a national focal point on access and benefit-
sharing. The national focal point shall make information available as follows:

(a)  For applicants seeking access to genetic resources, information on
procedures for obtaining prior informed consent and establishing mutually
agreed terms, including benefit-sharing;

(b)  For applicants seeking access to traditional knowledge associated
with genetic resources, where possible, information on procedures for
obtaining prior informed consent or approval and involvement, as appropriate,
of indigenous and local communities and establishing mutually agreed terms
including benefit-sharing; and

(c) Information on competent national authorities, relevant
indigenous and local communities and relevant stakeholders.

The national focal point shall be responsible for liaison with the Secretariat.

2. Each Party shall designate one or more competent national authorities
on access and benefit-sharing. Competent national authorities shall, in
accordance with applicable national legislative, administrative or policy
measures, be responsible for granting access or, as applicable, issuing written
evidence that access requirements have been met and be responsible for
advising on applicable procedures and requirements for obtaining prior
informed consent and entering into mutually agreed terms.

3. A Party may designate a single entity to fulfil the functions of both focal
point and competent national authority.

4. Each Party shall, no later than the date of entry into force of this
Protocol for it, notify the Secretariat of the contact information of its national

focal point and its competent national authority or authorities. Where a Party
designates more than one competent national authority, it shall convey to the
Secretariat, with its notification thereof, relevant information on the respective
responsibilities of those authorities. Where applicable, such information shall,
at a minimum, specify which competent authority is responsible for the genetic
resources sought. Each Party shall forthwith notify the Secretariat of any
changes in the designation of its national focal point or in the contact
information or responsibilities of its competent national authority or
authorities.

5. The Secretariat shall make information received pursuant to paragraph 4
above available through the Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House.

ARTICLE 14

THE ACCESS AND BENEFIT-SHARING CLEARING-HOUSE AND
INFORMATION SHARING

1. An Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House is hereby established as
part of the clearing-house mechanism under Article 18, paragraph 3, of the
Convention. It shall serve as a means for sharing of information related to
access and benefit-sharing. In particular, it shall provide access to information
made available by each Party relevant to the implementation of this Protocol.

2. Without prejudice to the protection of confidential information, each
Party shall make available to the Access and Benefit-sharing Clearing-House
any information required by this Protocol, as well as information required
pursuant to the decisions taken by the Conference of the Parties serving as the
meeting of the Parties to this Protocol. The information shall include:

(a)  Legislative, administrative and policy measures on access and
benefit-sharing;

(b)  Information on the national focal point and competent national
authority or authorities; and

(c) Permits or their equivalent issued at the time of access as
evidence of the decision to grant prior informed consent and of the
establishment of mutually agreed terms.

3. Additional information, if available and as appropriate, may include:

(a) Relevant competent authorities of indigenous and local
communities, and information as so decided;
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