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Further recognizing the importance of promoting equity and fairness in
negotiation of mutually agreed terms between providers and users of genetic
resources,

Recognizing also the vital role that women play in access and benefit-
sharing and affirming the need for the full participation of women at all levels
of policy-making and implementation for biodiversity conservation,

Determined to further support the effective implementation of the access
and benefit-sharing provisions of the Convention,

Recognizing that an innovative solution is required to address the fair
and equitable sharing of benefits derived from the utilization of genetic
resources and traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources that
occur in transboundary situations or for which it is not possible to grant or
obtain prior informed consent,

Recognizing the importance of genetic resources to food security, public
health, biodiversity conservation, and the mitigation of and adaptation to
climate change,

Recognizing the special nature of agricultural biodiversity, its distinctive
features and problems needing distinctive solutions,

Recognizing the interdependence of all countries with regard to genetic
resources for food and agriculture as well as their special nature and
importance for achieving food security worldwide and for sustainable
development of agriculture in the context of poverty alleviation and climate
change and acknowledging the fundamental role of the International Treaty on
Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture and the FAO Commission
on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture in this regard,

Mindful of the International Health Pegulations (2005) of the World
Health Organization and the importance of ensuring access to human
pathogens for public health preparedness and response purposes,

Acknowledging ongoing work in other international forums relating to
access and benefit-sharing,

Recalling the Multilateral System of Access and Benefit-sharing
established under the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture developed in harmony with the Convention,

Recognizing that international instruments related to access and benefit-
sharing should be mutually supportive with a view to achieving the objectives
of the Convention,

Recalling the relevance of Article 8(j) of the Convention as it relates to
traditional knowledge associated with genetic resources and the fair and
equitable sharing of benefits arising from the utilization of such knowledge,

Noting the interrelationship between genetic resources and traditional
knowledge, their inseparable nature for indigenous and local communities, the
importance of the traditional knowledge for the conservation of biological
diversity and the sustainable use of its components, and for the sustainable
livelihoods of these communities,

Recognizing the diversity of circumstances in which traditional
knowledge associated with genectic resources is held or owned by indigenous
and local communities,

Mindful that it is the right of indigenous and local communities to
identify the rightful holders of their traditional knowledge associated with
genetic resources, within their communities,

Further recognizing the unique circumstances where traditional
knowledge associated with genetic resources is held in countries, which may
be oral, documented or in other forms, reflecting a rich cultural heritage
relevant for conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity,

Noting the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples, and

Affirming that nothing in this Protocol shall be construed as diminishing
or extinguishing the existing rights of indigenous and local communities,

Have agreed as follows:
ARTICLE 1
OBJECTIVE
The objective of this Protocol is the fair and equitable sharing of the
benefits arising from the utilization of genetic resources, including by

appropriate access to genetic resources and by appropriate transfer of relevant
technologies, taking into account all rights over those resources and to
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