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Chapter 6
Technical Regulations, Standards and Conformity
Assessment Procedures

Article 6.1
Scope

1. This Chapter shall apply to technical regulations,
standards and conformity assessment procedures as defined
in the TBT Agreement, that may affect trade in goods
between the Parties.

2. This Chapter shall not apply to:

(a) purchasing specifications prepared by
governmental bodies for production or consumption
requirements of such bodies; or

(b) SPS measures as defined in Annex A of the SPS
Agreement.

Article 6.2
Objectives

The objectives of this Chapter are to:

(a) increase and facilitate trade between the
Parties, through the improvement of the
implementation of the TBT Agreement;

(b) ensure that technical regulations, standards and
conformity assessment procedures do not create
unnecessary obstacles to trade; and

(c) enhance joint cooperation between the Parties.

Article 6.3
Definitions
For the purposes of this Chapter:
(a) the term “TIBT Agreement” means the Agreement on

Technical Barriers to Trade in Annex 1A to the
WTO Agreement; and

(b) the terms and definitions set out in Annex 1 of
the TBT Agreement shall apply.

Article 6.4
Reaffirmation of Rights and Obligations

The Parties reaffirm their rights and obligations
related to technical regulations, standards and conformity
assessment procedures under the TBT Agreement.

Article 6.5
International Standards

1. Each Party shall use relevant international standards
and guides or recommendations to the extent provided in
paragraph 4 of Article 2 and paragraph 4 of Article 5 of
the TBT Agreement, as a basis for its technical regulations
and conformity assessment procedures.

2. Each Party shall encourage its national standardizing
bodies to cooperate with the relevant national
standardizing bodies of the other Party in international
standardizing activities. Such cooperation may take place
in regional and international standardizing bodies of which
they are both members.

Article 6.6
Technical Regulations

1. Upon request of a Party that has an interest in
developing a technical regulation similar to a technical
regulation of the other Party, such other Party shall
provide, to the extent practicable, relevant information,
including studies or documents, except for confidential
information, on which it has relied in its development.

2. Each Party shall give positive consideration to
accepting as equivalent technical regulations of the other
Party, even if these regulations differ from its own,
provided it is satisfied that these regulations adequately
fulfill the objectives of its own regulations.
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