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CHAPTER IV
EXERCISE OF OPTIONS

Article XII

1. Except insofar as this Convention otherwise provides, each Contracting Party may
exercise the powers vested in it by virtue of the Vienna Convention or the Paris Convention,
and any provisions made thereunder may be invoked against the other Contracting Parties in

order that the public funds referred to in Article III.1(b) be made available.

2. Nothing in this Convention shall prevent any Contracting Party from making provisions
outside the scope of the Vienna or the Paris Convention and of this Convention, provided that
such provision shall not involve any further obligation on the part of the other Contracting
Parties, and provided that damage in a Contracting Party having no nuclear installations
within its territory shall not be excluded from such further compensation on any grounds of

lack of reciprocity.

3. (a) Nothing in this Convention shall prevent Contracting Parties from entering into
regional or other agreements with the purpose of implementing their obligations
under Article III.1(2) or providing additional funds for the compensation of
nuclear damage, provided that this shall not involve any further obligation under

this Convention for the other Contracting Parties.

(b) A Contracting Party intending to enter into any such agreement shall notify all
other Contracting Parties of its intention. Agreements concluded shall be notified

to the Depositary.

CHAPTER V
JURISDICTION AND APPLICABLE LAW

Article XIIT

Jurisdiction

1. Except as otherwise provided in this article, jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear
damage from a nuclear incident shall lie only with the courts of the Contracting Party within

which the nuclear incident occurs.

2. Where a nuclear incident occurs within the area of the exclusive economic zone of a
Contracting Party or, if such a zone has not been established, in an area not exceeding the
limits of an exclusive economic zone, were one to be established by that Party, jurisdiction
over actions concerning nuclear damage from that nuclear incident shall, for the purposes of
this Convention, lie only with the courts of that Party. The preceding sentence shall apply if
that Contracting Party has notified the Depositary of such area prior to the nuclear incident.
Nothing in this paragraph shall be interpreted as permitting the exercise of jurisdiction in a
manner which is contrary to the international law of the sea, including the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea. However, if the exercise of such jurisdiction is
inconsistent with the obligations of that Party under Article X1 of the Vienna Convention or
Article 13 of the Paris Convention in relation to a State not Party to this Convention

jurisdiction shall be determined according to those provisions.

3. Where a nuclear incident does not occur within the territory of any Contracting Party
or within an area notified pursuant to paragraph 2, or where the place of a nuclear incident
cannot be determined with certainty, jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear damage from

the nuclear incident shall lie only with the courts of the Installation State.

4. Where jurisdiction over actions concerning nuclear damage would lie with the courts
of more than one Contracting Party, these Contracting Parties shall determine by agreement
which Contracting Party's courts shall have jurisdiction.
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