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Article 16.8
Patents

The Parties shall cooperate to enhance mutual
utilisation of search and examination results so as to
allow applicants to obtain patents in an efficient and
expeditious manner.

Article 16.9
Trade Marks

Any sign, or any combination of signs, capable of
distinguishing the goods or services of one undertaking
from those of other undertakings, shall be capable of
constituting a trade mark. Such signs, in particular words
including personal names, letters, numerals, figurative
elements, three-dimensional shapes and combinations of
colours as well as any combination of such signs, shall be
eligible for registration as a trade mark. Where signs are
not inherently capable of distinguishing the relevant goods
or services, each Party may make eligibility for
registration depend on distinctiveness acquired through use.

Article 16.10
Geographical Indications

1. Each Party shall recognise that geographical
indications are eligible for protection through a trade
mark system or other legal means.

2. The relationship between the protection of trade mark
rights and that of geographical indications shall be in
accordance with the TRIPS Agreement.

3. Each Party shall ensure that protection measures for
geographical indications are transparent, readily available
and understandable to the public.

4. The Parties may exchange views on issues related to
this Article including protection of geographical
indications. The Sub-Committee on Intellectual Property
referred to in Article 16.21 shall provide a forum for this
purpose.

5. The Parties shall review this Article, with a view to
considering further provisions, five years after the date
of entry into force of this Agreement, unless the Parties
otherwise agree. The Sub-Committee on Intellectual Property
referred to in Article 16.21 shall provide a forum for this
purpose.

Article 16.11
New Varieties of Plants

Each Party shall, in accordance with its rights and
obligations under the UPOV Convention, provide for
protection of plant varieties by granting and protecting
rights in a plant variety where the variety is new,
distinct, uniform and stable.

Article 16.12
Copyright and Related Rights

1. With respect to copyright and related rights, each
Party shall provide:

(a) adequate legal protection; and

(b) effective criminal penalties or civil remedies or
any combination thereof, against the
circumvention of effective technological measures
that are used by authors, performers, or
producers of phonograms in connection with the
exercise of their rights under the laws and
regulations of the Party and that restrict acts,
in respect of their works, performances or
phonograms, which are neither authorised by the
authors, performers or producers of phonograms
concerned nor permitted in certain special cases
by the laws and regulations of the Party.

2. Each Party shall ensure that its collective management
organisations are encouraged to:

(a) operate to collect and distribute revenues to
their members in a manner that is fair, efficient,
transparent and accountable; and
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