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3. Each Party shall, when formulating any new regulations
relating to electronic commerce, take into account the
importance of industry-led development of electronic
commerce.

4. Each Party shall encourage the private sector to adopt
self-regulation, including codes of conduct, model
contracts, guidelines and enforcement mechanisms, with a
view to facilitating electronic commerce.

Article 13.6
Electronic Signature

1. Neither Party shall adopt or maintain measures
regulating electronic signature that:

(a) prohibit parties to an electronic transaction
from mutually determining the appropriate
electronic signature methods for their
transaction; or

(b) prevent parties to an electronic transaction from
having the opportunity to prove in court that
their electronic transaction complies with any
legal requirements.

2. Notwithstanding paragraph 1, where prescribed by a
Party’s laws and regulations, that Party may require that,
for transactions where a high degree of reliability and
security is required, the method of authentication meet
certain security standards or be certified by an authority
accredited in accordance with that Party’s laws and
regulations.

3. Each Party shall, as appropriate, encourage the use of
electronic signatures based on internationally accepted
standards.

4. The Parties shall, where possible, cooperate to work
toward the mutual recognition of electronic signatures
issued or recognised by either Party.

Article 13.7
Consumer Protection

1. The Parties recognise the importance of adopting and
maintaining measures which provide, for consumers using
electronic commerce, protection that is at least equivalent
to that provided for consumers using other forms of
commerce, and measures conducive to the promotion of
consumer confidence in electronic commerce.

2. The Parties recognise the importance of cooperation
between their respective competent authorities in charge of
consumer protection activities related to electronic
commerce in order to enhance consumer protection.

Article 13.8
Personal Data Protection

1. Each Party shall adopt or maintain measures to protect
the personal data of electronic commerce users.

2. In the development of protection standards for the
personal data of electronic commerce users, each Party
shall take into account relevant international standards
and criteria of relevant international bodies.

Article 13.9
Paperless Trade Administration

1. Each Party shall endeavour to make all trade
administration documents available to the public in
electronic versions.

2. Each Party shall endeavour to accept trade
administration documents submitted electronically as the
legal equivalent of the paper version of these documents.

3. In developing initiatives which provide for the use of
paperless trade administration, each Party shall take into
account international standards or methods made under the
auspices of international organisations.

4. The Parties shall cooperate bilaterally and in
international fora to enhance the acceptance of trade
administration documents submitted electronically.
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