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CHAPTER 13
ELECTRONIC COMMERCE

Article 13.1
Basic Principles

1. The Parties recognise the economic growth and
opportunities provided by electronic commerce and the
importance of avoiding unnecessary barriers to its use and
development.

2. The aim of this Chapter is to contribute to creating an
environment of trust and confidence in the use of
electronic commerce and to promote electronic commerce
between the Parties and the wider use of electronic
commerce globally.

3. The Parties recognise the principle of technological
neutrality in electronic commerce.

Article 13.2
Definitions

For the purposes of this Chapter:

(a) the term “digital products” means such products
as computer programmes, text, video, images and
sound recordings, or any combinations thereof,
that are digitally encoded, electronically
transmitted, and produced for commercial sale or
distribution, and does not include those that are
fixed on a carrier medium;

Note 1: For greater certainty, digital products
do not include digitised representations
of financial instruments, including money.

Note 2: Nothing in this Chapter shall be
considered as affecting the views of
either Party on whether trade in digital
products through electronic transmission
is categorised as trade in services or
trade in goods.

(b) the term “electronic signature” means a measure
taken with respect to information that can be
recorded in an electromagnetic record and which
fulfils both of the following requirements:

(1) that the measure indicates that such
information has been approved by a person
who has taken such measure; and

(i1) that the measure confirms that such
information has not been altered;

(c) the term “electronic transmissions” means
transmissions made using any electromagnetic
means;

(d) the term “personal data” means any information
about an identified or identifiable individual;
and

(e) the term “trade administration documents” means

forms that a Party issues or controls that must
be completed by or for an importer or exporter in
connection with the import or export of goods.

Article 13.3
Customs Duties

Each Party shall maintain its practice of not imposing
customs duties on electronic transmissions between the
Parties.

Article 13.4
Non-Discriminatory Treatment of Digital Products

1. Neither Party may accord less favourable treatment to
some digital products than it accords to other like digital
products:

(a) on the basis that the digital products receiving
less favourable treatment are created, produced,
published, stored, transmitted, contracted for,
commissioned, or first made available on
commercial terms in the Area of the other Party;
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