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ARTICLE 23 - ACCESSION

This Agreement shall be open for accession, after its closure for signature, by
any State or regional economic integration organization referred to in article
22(1), and by any other State or regional economic integration organization
interested in fishing activities in relation to the fishery resources.

Instruments of accession shall be deposited with the Depositary.

ARTICLE 24 — ENTRY INTO FORCE

This Agreement shall enter into force ninety (90) days from the date of
receipt by the Depositary of the fourth instrument of ratification, acceptance
or approval, at least two of which have been deposited by coastal States
bordering the Area.

For each signatory which ratifies, accepts or approves this Agreement after its
entry into force, this Agreement shall enter into force for that signatory thirty
(30) days after the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or
approval.

For each State or regional economic integration organization which accedes
to this Agreement after its entry into force, this Agreement shall enter into
force for that State or regional economic integration organization thirty (30)
days after the deposit of its instrument of accession.

ARTICLE 25 ~ THE DEPOSITARY

The Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations shall be the Depositary of this Agreement and of any amendments
thereto. The Depositary shall transmit certified copies of this Agreement to
all signatories and shall register this Agreement with the Secretary-General of
the United Nations pursuant to article 102 of the Charter of the United
Nations.

The Depositary shall inform all signatories of and Contracting Parties to this
Agreement of signatures and of instruments of ratification, accession,
acceptance or approval deposited under articles 22 and 23 and of the date of
entry into force of the Agreement under article 24.

ARTICLE 26 - WITHDRAWAL

Any Contracting Party may withdraw from this Agreement at any time after the
expiration of two years from the date upon which the Agreement entered into force
with respect to that Contracting Party, by giving written notice of such withdrawal
to the Depositary who shall immediately inform all the Contracting Parties of such
withdrawal. Notice of withdrawal shall become effective ninety (90) days from the
date of its receipt by the Depositary.

ARTICLE 27 - TERMINATION

This Agreement shall be automatically terminated if and when, as the result of
withdrawals, the number of Contracting Parties drops below three.

ARTICLE 28 - RESERVATIONS

Ratification, acceptance or approval of this Agreement may be made subject
to reservations which shall become effective only upon unanimous
acceptance by all Contracting Parties to this Agreement. The Depositary shall
notify forthwith all Contracting Parties of any reservation. Contracting Parties
not having replied within three (3) months from the date of notification shall
be deemed to have accepted the reservation. Failing such acceptance, the
State or regional economic integration organization making the reservation
shall not become a Contracting Party to this Agreement.

Nothing in paragraph 1 shall prevent a State or a regional economic
integration organization on behalf of a State from making a reservation with
regard to membership acquired through territories and surrounding maritime
areas over which the State asserts its rights to exercise sovereignty or
territorial and maritime jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned Plenipotentiaries, having been duly
authorized by their respective Governments, have signed this Agreement.

DONE in Rome on this Seventh day of July 2006 in English and French, both texts
being equally authoritative.
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