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(b) in developing advice and recommendations the Scientific Committee shall
take into consideration the work of the South West Indian Ocean Fisheries
Conunission as well as that of other relevant research organizations and
regional fisheries management organizations.

2. Once the measures referred to in article 6 are taken, the Meeting of the
Parties shall establish a Compliance Committee, to verify the implementation
of and compliance with such measures. The Compliance Committee shall
meet, in conjunction with the Meeting of the Parties, as provided for in the
Rules of Procedure and shall report, advise and make recommendations to the
Meeting of the Parties.

3. The Meeting of the Parties may also establish such temporary, special or
standing committees as may be required, to study and report on matters
pertaining to the implementation of the objectives of this Agreement, and
working groups to study, and submit recommendations on, specific technical
problems.

ARTICLE 8 - DECISION MAKING

1. Unless otherwise provided-in this Agreement, decisions of the Meeting of the
Parties and its subsidiary bodies on matters of substance shall be taken by the
consensus of the Contracting Parties present, where consensus means the
absence of any formal objection made at the time a decision is taken. The
question of whether a matter is one of substance shall be treated as a matter
of substance.

2. Decisions on matters other than those referred to in paragraph 1 shall be taken
by a simple majority of the Contracting Parties present and voting.

3. Decisions adopted by the Meeting of the Parties shall be binding on all
Contracting Parties.

ARTICLE 9 - SECRETARIAT

The Meeting of the Parties shall decide on arrangements for the carrying out of
secretariat services, or the establishment of a Secretariat, to perform the following
functions:

(a) implementing and coordinating the administrative provisions of this
Agreement, including the compilation and distribution of the official report
of the Meeting of the Parties;

(b) maintaining a complete record of the proceedings of the Meeting of the
Parties and its subsidiary bodies, as well as a complete archive of any other
official documents pertaining to the implementation of this Agreement; and

(c) any other function that the Meeting of the Parties may decide.

1.

ARTICLE 10 — CONTRACTING PARTY DUTIES
Each Contracting Party shall, in respect of ifs activities within the Area:

(a) promptly implement this Agreement and any conservation, management and
other measures or matters which may be agreed by the Meeting of the
Parties;

(b) take appropriate measures in order to ensure the effectiveness of the
measures adopted by the Meeting of the Parties;

(c) collect and exchange scientific, technical and statistical data with respect to
the fishery resources and ensure that:

@) data is collected in sufficient detail to facilitate effective stock
assessment and are provided in a timely manner to fulfil the
requirements set forth in the rules adopted by the Meeting of the
Parties;

(ii) appropriate measures are taken to verify the accuracy of such data;

(iii)  such statistical, biological ahd other data and information as the
Meeting of the Parties may decide is provided annualiy; and

@iv) information on steps taken to implement the conservation and
management measures adopted by the Meeting of the Parties is
provided in a timely manner.

Each Contracting Party shall make available to the Meeting of the Parties a
statement of implementing and compliance measures, including imposition of
sanctions for any violations, it has taken in accordance with this article and,
in the case of coastal States that are Contracting Parties to this Agreement, as
regards the conservation and management measures they have taken for
straddling stocks occurring in waters under their jurisdiction adjacent to the
Area.

Without prejudice to the primacy of the responsibility of the flag State, each
Contracting Party shall, to the greatest extent possible, take measures, or
cooperate, to ensure that its nationals and fishing vessels owned or operated
by its nationals fishing in the Area comply with the provisions of this
Agreement and with the conservation and management measures adopted by
the Meeting of the Parties.

Each Contracting Party shall, to the greatest extent possible, at the request of
any other Confracting Party, and when provided with the relevant
information, investigate any alleged serious violation within the meaning of
the 1995 Agreement by its nationals, or fishing vessels owned or operated by
its nationals, of the provisions of this Agreement or any conservation and
management measure adopted by the Meeting of the Parties. A reply,
including details of any action taken or proposed to be taken in relation to the
alleged violation, shall be provided to all Contracting Parties as soon as
practicable and in any case within two (2) months of such request. A report
on the outcome of the investigation shall be provided to the Meeting of the
Parties when the investigation is completed.
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