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2. Where any Party considers that any benefit accruing to it, directly or indirectly, under this
Agreement is being nullified or impaired, or that the attainment of any objective of this Agreement is
being impeded as the result of:

(a) the failure of another Party or Parties to carry out its obligations under this
Agreement; or

(b) the application by another Party or Parties of any measure, whether or not it conflicts
with the provisions of this Agreement,

it may, with a view to reaching a mutually satisfactory solution to the matter, have recourse to the
provisions of the Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes
(hereinafter referred to as "the Dispute Settlement Understanding").

3. The Dispute Settlement Understanding shall apply to consultations and the settlement of
disputes under this Agreement, with the exception that, notwithstanding paragraph 3 of Article 22 of
the Dispute Settlement Understanding, any dispute arising under any Agreement listed in Appendix 1
to the Dispute Settlement Understanding other than this Agreement shall not result in the suspension
of concessions or other obligations under this Agreement, and any dispute arising under this
Agreement shall not result in the suspension of concessions or other obligations under any other
Agreement listed in Appendix 1 of the Dispute Settlement Understanding.

Article XXI  Institutions
Committee on Government Procurement

1. There shall be a Committee on Government Procurement composed of representatives from
each of the Parties. This Committee shall elect its own Chairman and shall meet as necessary, but not
less than once a year, for the purpose of affording Parties the opportunity to consult on any matters
relating to the operation of this Agreement or the furtherance of its objectives, and to carry out such
other responsibilities as may be assigned to it by the Parties.

2. The Committee may establish working parties or other subsidiary bodies that shall carry out
such functions as may be given to them by the Committee.

3. The Committee shall annually:
(a) review the implementation and operation of this Agreement; and

(b) inform the General Council of its activities, pursuant to Article IV:8 of the Marrakesh
Agreement Establishing the World Trade Organization (hereinafter referred to as
"WTO Agreement"), and of developments relating to the implementation and
operation of this Agreement.

Observers

4. Any WTO Member that is not a Party to this Agreement shall be entitled to participate in the
Committee as an observer by submitting a written notice to the Committee. Any WTO observer may
submit a written request to the Committee to participate in the Committee as an observer, and may be
accorded observer status by the Committee.

Article XXII  Final Provisions
Acceptance and Entry into Force

1. This Agreement shall enter into force on 1 January 1996 for those governments' whose
agreed coverage is contained in the Annexes of Appendix I of this Agreement, and which have, by
signature, accepted the Agreement on 15 April 1994, or have, by that date, signed the Agreement
subject to ratification and have subsequently ratified the Agreement before 1 January 1996.

Accession

2. Any Member of the WTO may accede to this Agreement on terms to be agreed between that
Member and the Parties, with such terms stated in a decision of the Committee. Accession shall take
place by deposit with the Director-General of the WTO of an instrument of accession that states the
terms so agreed. This Agreement shall enter into force for a Member acceding to it on the 30™ day
following the deposit of its instrument of accession.

Reservations

3. No Party may enter a reservation in respect of any provision of this Agreement.

Domestic Legislation

4. Each Party shall ensure, not later than the date of entry into force of this Agreement for it, the
conformity of its laws, regulations and administrative procedures, and the rules, procedures and

practices applied by its procuring entities, with the provisions of this Agreement.

5. Each Party shall inform the Committee of any changes to its laws and regulations relevant to
this Agreement and in the administration of such laws and regulations.

Future Negotiations and Future Work Programmes

6. Each Party shall seek to avoid introducing or continuing discriminatory measures that distort
open procurement.

7. Not later than the end of three years from the date of entry into force of the Protocol
Amending the Agreement on Government Procurement, adopted on 30 March 2012, and periodically
thereafter, the Parties shall undertake further negotiations, with a view to improving this Agreement,
progressively reducing and eliminating discriminatory measures, and achieving the greatest possible
extension of its coverage among all Parties on the basis of mutual reciprocity, taking into
consideration the needs of developing countries.

8. (a) The Committee shall undertake further work to facilitate the implementation of this
Agreement and the negotiations provided for in paragraph 7, through the adoption of work
programmes for the following items:

(i) the treatment of small and medium-sized enterprises;

(ii) the collection and dissemination of statistical data;

! For the purpose of this Agreement, the term "government" is deemed to include the competent
authorities of the European Union.
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