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Guideline B4.1.3 - Medical care ashore

1. Shore-based medical facilities for treating seafarers should be adequate for
the purposes. The doctors, dentists and other medical personnel should be properly
qualified.

2. Measures should be taken to ensure that seafarers have access when in port
to:
(a) outpatient treatment for sickness and injury;
(b) hospitalization when necessary; and
(c) facilities for dental treatment, especially in cases of emergency.

3. Suitable measures should be taken to facilitate the treatment of seafarers suf-
fering from disease. In particular, seafarers should be promptly admitted to clinics and
hospitals ashore, without difficulty and irrespective of nationality or religious belief,
and, whenever possible, arrangements should be made to ensure, when necessary, con-
tinuation of treatment to supplement the medical facilities available to them.

Guideline B4.1.4 — Medical assistance to other ships
and international cooperation

1. Each Member should give due consideration to participating in international
cooperation in the area of assistance, programmes and research in health protection
and medical care. Such cooperation might cover:

(a) developing and coordinating search and rescue efforts and arranging prompt
medical help and evacuation at sea for the seriously ill or injured on board a
ship through such means as periodic ship position reporting systems, rescue co-
ordination centres and emergency helicopter services, in conformity with the
International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 1979, as amended,
and the International Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue (IAMSAR)
Manual,

(b) making optimum use of all ships carrying a doctor and stationing ships at sea
which can provide hospital and rescue facilities;

(¢) compiling and maintaining an international list of doctors and medical care facil-
ities available worldwide to provide emergency medical care to seafarers;

(d) landing seafarers ashore for emergency treatment;

(e) repatriating seafarers hospitalized abroad as soon as practicable, in accordance
with the medical advice of the doctors responsible for the case, which takes into
account the seafarer’s wishes and needs;

(f) arranging personal assistance for seafarers during repatriation, in accordance
with the medical advice of the doctors responsible for the case, which takes into
account the seafarer’s wishes and needs;

(g) endeavouring to set up health centres for seafarers to:

(i) conduct research on the health status, medical treatment and preventive
health care of seafarers; and
(ii) train medical and health service staff in maritime medicine;

(h) collecting and evaluating statistics concerning occupational accidents, diseases and
fatalities of seafarers and integrating and harmonizing the statistics with any exist-
ing national system of statistics on occupational accidents and diseases covering
other categories of workers;

(1) organizing international exchanges of technical information, training material
and personnel, as well as international training courses, seminars and working
groups;

(j) providing all seafarers with special curative and preventive health and medical
services in port, or making available to them general health, medical and re-
habilitation services; and

(k) arranging for the repatriation of the bodies or ashes of deceased seafarers, in ac-
cordance with the wishes of the next of kin and as soon as practicable.

2. International cooperation in the field of health protection and medical care
for seafarers should be based on bilateral or multilateral agreements or consultations
among Members.

Guideline B4.1.5 — Dependants of seafarers

1. Each Member should adopt measures to secure proper and sufficient medical
care for the dependants of seafarers domiciled in its territory pending the development
of a medical care service which would include within its scope workers generally and
their dependants where such services do not exist and should inform the International
Labour Office concerning the measures taken for this purpose.

Regulation 4.2 — Shipowners’ liability

Purpose: To ensure that seafarers are protected
from the financial consequences of sickness, injury
or death occurring in connection with their employment

1. Each Member shall ensure that measures, in accordance with the Code, are in
place on ships that fly its flag to provide seafarers employed on the ships with a right to
material assistance and support from the shipowner with respect to the financial conse-
quences of sickness, injury or death occurring while they are serving under a seafarers’
employment agreement or arising from their employment under such agreement.

2. This Regulation does not affect any other legal remedies that a seafarer may
seek.

Standard A4.2 - Shipowners’ liability

1. Each Member shall adopt laws and regulations requiring that shipowners of
ships that fly its flag are responsible for health protection and medical care of all sea-
farers working on board the ships in accordance with the following minimum standards:

(a) shipowners shall be liable to bear the costs for seafarers working on their ships in
respect of sickness and injury of the seafarers occurring between the date of com-
mencing duty and the date upon which they are deemed duly repatriated, or aris-
ing from their employment between those dates;

(b) shipowners shall provide financial security to assure compensation in the event of
the death or long-term disability of seafarers due to an occupational injury, illness
or hazard, as set out in national law, the seafarers’ employment agreement or col-
lective agreement;
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