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be repatriated. The destinations should include the countries with which seafarers may
be deemed to have a substantial connection including:

(a) the place at which the seafarer agreed to enter into the engagement;

(b) the place stipulated by collective agreement;

(c) the seafarer’s country of residence; or

(d) such other place as may be mutually agreed at the time of engagement.

7. Seafarers should have the right to choose from among the prescribed destina-
tions the place to which they are to be repatriated.

8. The entitlement to repatriation may lapse if the seafarers concerned do not
claim it within a reasonable period of time to be defined by national laws or regulations
or collective agreements.

Guideline B2.5.2 — Implementation by Members

1. Every possible practical assistance should be given to a seafarer stranded in a
foreign port pending repatriation and in the event of delay in the repatriation of the
seafarer, the competent authority in the foreign port should ensure that the consular
or local representative of the flag State and the seafarer’s State of nationality or State
of residence, as appropriate, is informed immediately.

2. Each Member should have regard to whether proper provision is made:

(a) for the return of seafarers employed on a ship that flies the flag of a foreign
country who are put ashore in a foreign port for reasons for which they are not
responsible:

(i) to the port at which the seafarer concerned was engaged; or

(ii) to a port in the seafarer’s State of nationality or State of residence, as ap-
propriate; or

(iii) to another port agreed upon between the seafarer and the master or ship-
owner, with the approval of the competent authority or under other appro-
priate safeguards;

(b) for medical care and maintenance of seafarers employed on a ship that flies the
flag of a foreign country who are put ashore in a foreign port in consequence of
sickness or injury incurred in the service of the ship and not due to their own wil-
ful misconduct.

3. If, after young seafarers under the age of 18 have served on a ship for at least
four months during their first foreign-going voyage, it becomes apparent that they are
unsuited to life at sea, they should be given the opportunity of being repatriated at no
expense to themselves from the first suitable port of call in which there are consular
services of the flag State, or the State of nationality or residence of the young seafarer.
Notification of any such repatriation, with the reasons therefor, should be given to the
authority which issued the papers enabling the young seafarers concerned to take up
seagoing employment.

Regulation 2.6 - Seafarer compensation for the ship’s loss
or foundering

Purpose: To ensure that seafarers are compensated when a ship is lost
or has foundered

1. Seafarers are entitled to adequate compensation in the case of injury, loss or
unemployment arising from the ship’s loss or foundering.

Standard A2.6 — Seafarer compensation for the ship’s loss
or foundering

1. Each Member shall make rules ensuring that, in every case of loss or found-
ering of any ship, the shipowner shall pay to each seafarer on board an indemnity
against unemployment resulting from such loss or foundering.

2. The rules referred to in paragraph 1 of this Standard shall be without preju-
dice to any other rights a seafarer may have under the national law of the Member con-
cerned for losses or injuries arising from a ship’s loss or foundering.

Guideline 82.6 - Seafarer compensation
for the ship’s loss or foundering

Guideline B2.6.1 - Calculation of indemnity against unemployment

1. The indemnity against unemployment resulting from a ship’s foundering or
loss should be paid for the days during which the seafarer remains in fact unemployed
at the same rate as the wages payable under the employment agreement, but the total
indemnity payable to any one seafarer may be limited to two months’ wages.

2. Each Member should ensure that seafarers have the same legal remedies for
recovering such indemnities as they have for recovering arrears of wages earned dur-
ing the service.

Regulation 2.7 — Manning levels

Purpose: To ensure that seafarers work on board ships with sufficient personnel
for the safe, efficient and secure operation of the ship

1. Each Member shall require that all ships that fly its flag have a sufficient
number of seafarers employed on board to ensure that ships are operated safely, effi-
ciently and with due regard to security under all conditions, taking into account con-
cerns about seafarer fatigue and the particular nature and conditions of the voyage.

Standard A2.7 — Manning levels

1. Each Member shall require that all ships that fly its flag have a sufficient
number of seafarers on board to ensure that ships are operated safely, efficiently and
with due regard to security. Every ship shall be manned by a crew that is adequate, in
terms of size and qualifications, to ensure the safety and security of the ship and its per-
sonnel, under all operating conditions, in accordance with the minimum safe manning
document or an equivalent issued by the competent authority, and to comply with the
standards of this Convention.

2. When determining, approving or revising manning levels, the competent
authority shall take into account the need to avoid or minimize excessive hours of work
to ensure sufficient rest and to limit fatigue, as well as the principles in applicable
international instruments, especially those of the International Maritime Organiza-
tion, on manning levels.

3. When determining manning levels, the competent authority shall take into
account all the requirements within Regulation 3.2 and Standard A3.2 concerning food
and catering.
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