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4. An amendment shall be deemed to have been accepted on the date when
there have been registered ratifications, of the amendment or of the Convention as
amended, as the case may be, by at least 30 Members with a total share in the world
gross tonnage of ships of at least 33 per cent.

5. An amendment adopted in the framework of article 19 of the Constitution
shall be binding only upon those Members of the Organization whose ratifications
have been registered by the Director-General of the International Labour Office.

6. For any Member referred to in paragraph 2 of this Article, an amendment
shall come into force 12 months after the date of acceptance referred to in paragraph
4 of this Article or 12 months after the date on which its ratification of the amendment
has been registered, whichever date is later.

7. Subject to paragraph 9 of this Article, for Members referred to in paragraph
3 of this Article, the Convention as amended shall come into force 12 months after the
date of acceptance referred to in paragraph 4 of this Article or 12 months after the date
on which their ratifications of the Convention have been registered, whichever date is
later.

8. For those Members whose ratification of this Convention was registered
before the adoption of an amendment but which have not ratified the amendment, this
Convention shall remain in force without the amendment concerned.

9. Any Member whose ratification of this Convention is registered after the
adoption of the amendment but before the date referred to in paragraph 4 of this
Article may, in a declaration accompanying the instrument of ratification, specify that
its ratification relates to the Convention without the amendment concerned. In the
case of a ratification with such a declaration, the Convention shall come into force for
the Member concerned 12 months after the date on which the ratification was regis-
tered. Where an instrument of ratification is not accompanied by such a declaration,
or where the ratification is registered on or after the date referred to in paragraph 4,
the Convention shall come into force for the Member concerned 12 months after the
date on which the ratification was registered and, upon its entry into force in accord-
ance with paragraph 7 of this Article, the amendment shall be binding on the Member
concerned unless the amendment provides otherwise.

AMENDMENTS TO THE CODE
Article XV

1. The Code may be amended either by the procedure set out in Article XIV or,
unless expressly provided otherwise, in accordance with the procedure set out in the
present Article.

2.  Anamendment to the Code may be proposed to the Director-General of the
International Labour Office by the government of any Member of the Organization or
by the group of Shipowner representatives or the group of Seafarer representatives
who have been appointed to the Committee referred to in Article XIII. An amend-
ment proposed by a government must have been proposed by, or be supported by, at
least five governments of Members that have ratified the Convention or by the group
of Shipawner or Seafarer representatives referred to in this paragraph.

3. Having verified that the proposal for amendment meets the requirements of
paragraph 2 of this Article, the Director-General shall promptly communicate the pro-
posal, accompanied by any comments or suggestions deemed appropriate, to all Mem-
bers of the Organization, with an invitation to them to transmit their observations or
suggestions concerning the proposal within a period of six months or such other period
{which shall not be less than three months nor more than nine months) prescribed by
the Governing Body.

4. At the end of the period referred to in paragraph 3 of this Article, the pro-
posal, accompanied by a summary of any observations or suggestions made under that
paragraph, shall be transmitted to the Committee for consideration at a meeting. An
amendment shall be considered adopted by the Committee if:

(a) at least half the governments of Members that have ratified this Convention are
represented in the meeting at which the proposal is considered; and

(b) amajority of at least two-thirds of the Committee members vote in favour of the
amendment; and

(c) this majority comprises the votes in favour of at least half the government vot-
ing power, half the Shipowner voting power and half the Seafarer voting power
of the Committee members registered at the meeting when the proposal is put
to the vote.

5. Amendments adopted in accordance with paragraph 4 of this Article shall be
submitted to the next session of the Conference for approval. Such approval shall re-
quire a majority of two-thirds of the votes cast by the delegates present. If such major-
ity is not obtained, the proposed amendment shall be referred back to the Committee
for reconsideration should the Committee so wish.

6. Amendments approved by the Conference shall be notified by the Director-
General to each of the Members whose ratifications of this Convention were registered
before the date of such approval by the Conference. These Members are referred to
below as “the ratifying Members”. The notification shall contain a reference to the
present Article and shall prescribe the period for the communication of any formal dis-
agreement. This period shall be two years from the date of the notification unless, at the
time of approval, the Conference has set a different period, which shall be a period of at
least one year. A copy of the notification shall be communicated to the other Members
of the Organization for their information.

7. Anamendment approved by the Conference shall be deemed to have been ac-
cepted unless, by the end of the prescribed period, formal expressions of disagreement
have been received by the Director-General from more than 40 per cent of the Members
which have ratified the Convention and which represent not less than 40 per cent of the
gross tonnage of the ships of the Members which have ratified the Convention.

8. An amendment deemed to have been accepted shall comé into force six
months after the end of the prescribed period for all the ratifying Members except those
which had formally expressed their disagreement in accordance with paragraph 7 of this
Article and have not withdrawn such disagreement in accordance with paragraph 11.
However:

(a) before the end of the prescribed period, any ratifying Member may give notice to
the Director-General that it shall be bound by the amendment only after a sub-
sequent express notification of its acceptance; and

(b) before the date of entry into force of the amendment, any ratifying Member may
give notice to the Director-General that it will not give effect to that amendment
for a specified period.

9. Anamendment which is the subject of a notice referred to in paragraph 8(a)
of this Article shall enter into force for the Member giving such notice six months after
the Member has notified the Director-General of its acceptance of the amendment or
on the date on which the amendment first comes into force, whichever date is later.

10. The period referred to in paragraph 8(b) of this Article shall not go beyond
one year from the date of entry into force of the amendment or beyond any longer
period determined by the Conference at the time of approval of the amendment.
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