30

(0oo 16 0)

002508020 000

(n) approve the terms of agreements with the JARCs and other intemational institutions under
Article 15, and review and amend the MTA in Article 15.

194 Subject to Article 19.6, each Contracting Party shall have one vote and may be
represented at sessions of the Governing Body by a single delegate who may be accompanied by
an alternate, and by experts and advisers. Alternates, experts and advisers may take part in the
proceedings of the Governing Body but may not vote, except in the case of their being duly
authorized to substitute for the delegate.

19.5  The United Nations, its specialized agencies and the International Atomic Energy
Agency, as well as any State not a Contracting Party to this Treaty, may be represented as
observers at sessions of the Governing Body. Any other body or agency, whether povernmental
or non-governmental, qualified in fields relating to conservation and sustainable use of plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture, which has informed the Secretary of its wish to be
represented as an observer at a session of the Governing Body, may be admitted unless at least
one third of the Contracting Parties present object. The admission and participation of observers
shall be subject to the Rules of Procedure adopted by the Governing Body.

19.6 A Member Organization of FAO that is a Contracting Party and the member states of that
Member Organization that are Contracting Parties shall exercise their membership rights and fulfil
their membership obligations in accordance, mutatis mutandis, with the Constitution and General
Rules of FAO.

19.7  The Governing Body shall adopt and amend, as required, its own Rules of Procedure and
financial rules which shall not be inconsistent with this Treaty.

19.8  The presence of delegates representing a majority of the Contracting Parties shall be
necessary to constitute a quorum at any session of the Governing Body.

19.9  The Governing Body shall hold regular sessions at least once every two years. These
sessions should, as far as possible, be held back-to-back with the regular sessions of the Commission
on Genetic Resources for Food and Agrienlture.

19.10  Special Sessions of the Governing Body shall be held at such other times as may be
deemed necessary by the Governing Body, or at the written request of any Contracting Party,
provided that this request is supported by at least one third of the Contracting Parties.

19.11 The Goveming Body shall elect its Chairperson and Vice-Chairpersons (collectively

referred to as “the Bureau™), in conformity with its Rules of Procedure,
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20.1  The Secretary of the Governing Body shall be appointed by the Director-General of FAQ,
with the approval of the Governing Body. The Secretary shall be assisted by such staff as may be
required.

20.2  The Secretary shall perform the following finctions:

(a) arrange for and provide administrative support for sessions of the Governing Body and for
any subsidiary bodies as may be established;

(b) assist the Goveming Body in carrying out its functions, including the performance of
specific tasks that the Governing Body may decide to assign to it;

(© report on its activities to the Governing Body.

203 The Secretary shall communicate to all Contracting Parties and to the Director-General:
(a) decisions of the Governing Body within sixty days of adoption;

(b) information received from Contracting Parties in accordance with the provisions of this
Treaty.

204  The Secretary shall provide documentation in the six languages of the United Nations for
sessions of the Governing Body.

20.5  The Secretary shall cooperate with other orgamizations and treaty bodies, including in
particular the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity, in achieving the objectives of
this Treaty.

The Governing Body shall, at its first meeting, consider and approve cooperative and
effective procedures and operational mechanisms to promote compliance with the provisions of
this Treaty and to address issues of non-compliance. These procedures and mechanisms shall
include monitoring, and offering advice or assistance, including legal advice or legal assistance,
when needed, in particular to developing countries and countries with economies in transition.

22.1  In the event of a dispute between Contracting Parties concerning the interpretation or
application of this Treaty, the parties concerned shall seek solutions by negotiation.

22.2  If the parties concerned cannot reach agreement by negotiation, they may jointly seek the
gobd offices of, or request mediation by, a third party.

22.3  When ratifying, accepting, approving or acceding to this Treaty, or at any time thereafter,
a Contracting Party may declare in writing to the Depositary that for a dispute not resolved in
accordance with Article 22.1 or Article 22.2 above, it accepts one or both of the following means
of dispute settlement as compulsory:

(a) Arbitration in accordance with the procedure laid down in Part 1 of Annex II to this Treaty;
() Submission of the dispute to the International Court of Justice.
224 Ifthe parties to the dispute have not, in accordance with Article 22.3 above, accepted the

same or any procedure, the dispute shall be submitted to conciliation in accordance with Part 2 of
Annex II to this Treaty unless the parties otherwise agree.

23.1  Amendments to this Treaty may be proposed by any Contracting Party.

232 Amendments to this Treaty shall be adopted at a session of the Governing Body. The text of
any proposed amendment shall be communicated to Contracting Parties by the Secretary at least six
months before the session at which it is proposed for adoption.
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