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7.2 International cooperation shall, in particular, be directed to:

@ establishing or strengthening the capabilities of developing countries and countries with
economies in transition with respect to conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic

resources for food and agriculture;

(b) enhancing international activities to promote conservation, evaluation, documentation,
genetic enhancement, plant breeding, seed multiplication; and sharing, providing access
to, and exchanging, in conformity with Part 1V, plant genetic resources for food and

agriculture and appropriate information and technology;
(c) maintaining and strengthening the institutional arrangements provided for in Part V; and

(d) implement the funding strategy of Article 18.

Article 8 — Technical Assistance

The Contracting Parties agree to promote the provision of technical assistance to Contracting
Parties, especially those that are developing countries or countries with economies in transition,

either bilaterally or through the appropriate international organizations, with the objective of

facilitating the implementation of this Treaty.

PART 1II - FARMERS’ RIGHTS

9.1 The Contracting Parties recognize the enormous contribution that the local and
indigenous communities and farmers of all regions of the world, particularly those in the centres
of origin and crop diversity, have made and will continue to make for the conservation and
development of plant genetic resources which constitute the basis of food and agriculture
production throughout the world.

9.2 The Contracting Parties agree that the responsibility for realizing Farmers® Rights, as
they relate to plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, rests with national governments. In
accordance with their needs and priorities, each Contracting Party should, as appropriate, and
subject to its mnational legislation, take measures to protect and promote Farmers® Rights,
including:

() protection of traditional knowledge relevant to plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture;

b) the right to equitably participate in sharing benefits arising from the utilization of plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture; and

(c) the right to participate in making decisions, at the national level, on matters related to the
conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic resources for food and agriculture.

9.3 Nothing in this Article shall be interpreted to limit any rights that farmers have to save,
use, exchange and sell farm-saved seed/propagating material, subject to national law and as
appropriate.

10.1  In their relationships with other States, the Contracting Parties recognize the sovereign rights
of States over their own plant genetic resources for food and agriculture, including that the authority
to determine access to those resources rests with national governments and is subject to national
legislation.

10.2 In the exercise of their sovereign rights, the Contracting Parties agree to establish a
multilateral system, which is efficient, effective, and transparent, both to facilitate access to plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture, and to share, in a fair and equitable way, the benefits
arising from the utilization of these resources, on a complementary and mutually reinforcing basis.

11.1  In firtherance of the objectives of conservation and sustainable use of plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture and the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of
their use, as stated in Article 1, the Multilateral System shall cover the plant genetic resources for
food and agriculture listed in Annex I, established according to criteria of food security and
interdependence.

11.2  The Muliflateral System, as identified in Article 11.1, shall include all plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex I that are under the management and contro} of
the Contracting Parties and in the public domain. With a view to achieving the fullest possible
coverage of the Multilatera]l System, the Contracting Parties invite all other holders of the plant
genetic resources for food and agriculture listed in Annex 1 to include these plant genetic
resources for food and agriculture in the Multilateral System.

11.3  Contracting Parties also agree to take appropriate measures to encourage natural and
legal persons within their jurisdiction who hold plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
listed in Annex I to include such plant genetic resources for food and agriculture in the
Multilateral System.

11.4  Within two years of the entry into force of the Treaty, the Governing Body shall assess
the progress in including the plant genetic resources for food and agriculture referred to in
paragraph 11.3 in the Multilateral System. Following this assessment, the Governing Body shall
decide whether access shall continue to be facilitated to those natural and legal persons referred
to in paragraph 11.3 that have not included these plant genetic resources for food and agriculture
in the Multilateral System, or take such other measures as it deems appropriate.

11.5  The Multilateral System shall also include the plant genetic resources for food and
agriculture listed in Annex I and held in the ex sifu collections of the International Agricultural
Research Centres of the Consultative Group on International Agricultural Research (CGIAR), as
provided in Article 15,12, and in other international institutions, in accordance with Article 15.5.

12.1  The Contracting Parties agree that facilitated access to plant genetic resources for food
and agriculture under the Multilatera]l System, as defined in Article 11, shall be in accordance
with the provisions of this Treaty.
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