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3. A Party may inform one of the Depositaries of its intention not o accept, 2s a general rule, such
requests as are referred to in paragraph 1. Such a declaration may be made or withidrawn at any time.

Article 10
Conflicting information

If a Party receives from another Party information about a person’s tax affairs which appears to
it to conflict with information in its possession, it shall so advise the Party which has provided the infor-

mation.
Section II
Assistance in recovery
Article 11
Recovery of tax claims

1. At the request of the applicant State, the requested State shall, subject to the provisions of
Articles 14 and 15, take the necessary steps to recover tax claims of the first-mentioned State as if they
were its own tax claims.

2. The provision of paragraph | shall apply only to tax claims which form the subject of an instrument
permitting their enforcement in the applicant State and, unless otherwise agreed between the Parties con-
cemned, which are not contested.

However, where the claim is against a person who is not a resident of the applicant State, para-
graph 1 shall only apply, unless otherwise agreed betweea the Parties concerned, where the claim may
no longer be contested.

3. The obligation to provide assistance in the recovery of tax claims concerning a deceased person

or his estate, is limited to the value of the estate or of the property acquired by each beneficiary of the
estate, according to whether the claim is to be recovered from the estate or from the beneficiaries thereof.

Article 12
Measures of conservancy

At the request of the applicant State the requested State shall, with a view to the recovery of an
amount of tax, take measures of conservancy even if the claim is contested or is not yet the subject of
an instrument permitting enforcement.

Article 13

Documents accompanying the request

1. The request for administrative assistance under this Section shall be accompanied by :

a. a declaration that the tax claim concerns a tax covered by the Convention and, in the case of
recovery that, subject to paragraph 2 of Article 11, the tax claim is not or may not be contested,

b. an official copy of the instrument permitting enforcement in the applicant State, and

¢. any other document required for recovery or measures of conservancy.

2. The instrument permitting enforcement in the applicant State shall, where appropriate and in
accordance with the provisions in force in the requested State, be accepted, recognised, supplemented or
replaced as soon as possible after the date of the receipt of the request for assistance, by an instrument
permitting enforcement in the latter State.

Article 14
Time limits

1. Questions concerning any period beyond which a tax claim cannot be enforced shall be governed
by the law of the applicant State. The request for assistance shall give particulars concerning that period.

2. Acts of recovery carried out by the requested State in pursuance of a request for assistance, which,
according to the laws of that State, would have the effect of suspending or interrupting the period men-
tioned in paragraph I, shall also have this effect under the laws of the applicant State. The requested State
shall inform the applicant State about such acts.

3. Inany case, the requested State is not obliged to comply with a request for assistance which is sub-
mitted after a period of 15 years from the date of the original instrument permitting enforcement.

Article 15
Priority
The tax claim in the recovery of which assistance is provided shall not have in the requested State

any priority specially accorded to the tax claims of that State even if the recovery procedure used is the
one applicable to its own tax claims.

Article 16
Deferral of payment

The requested State may allow deferral of payment or payment by instalments if its laws or ad-
ministrative practice permit it to do so in similar circumstances, but shall first inform the applicant State.

Section III
Service of documents
Article 17
Service of documents
1. At the request of the applicant State, the requested State shall serve upon the addressee documents,

including those relating to judicial decisions, which emanate from the applicant State and which relate
1o a tax covered by this Convention.

2. The requested State shall effect service of documents:

a. by a method prescribed by its domestic laws for the service of documents of a substantially
similar nature;

b. 10 the extent possible, by a particular method requested by the applicant State or the closest to
such method available under its own laws.
3. A Party may effect service of documents directly through the post on a person within the territory
of another Party.

4. Nothing in the Convention shall be construed as invalidating any service of documents by a Party
in accordance with its laws.

5. When a document is served in accordance with this Article, it need not be accompanied by a trans-
lation. However, where it is satisfied that the addressee cannot understand the language of the document,
the requested State shali arrange to have it transtated into or a summary drafted in its or one of its official
languages. Alternatively, it may ask the applicant State 10 have the document either translated into or
accompanied by a summary in one of the official languages of the requested State, the Council of Europe
or the OECD.
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