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3. Proceedings involving good offices, conciliation, or
mediation and positions taken by the Parties during these
proceedings, shall be confidential, and without prejudice
to the rights of either Party in any further proceedings.

Article 207
Choice of Forum

1. Where a dispute arises regarding any matter covered
under this Agreement and another international agreement to
which both Parties are parties, including the WTO
Agreement, the Party requesting consultations (hereinafter
referred to in this Chapter as “the complaining Party”) may
select the forum in which to settle the dispute.

2. Unless otherwise agreed by the Parties, once the
complaining Party has requested the establishment of an
arbitral tribunal under an agreement referred to in
paragraph 1 with respect to a particular dispute, that
procedure selected shall be used to the exclusion of any
other procedure for that particular dispute.

Article 208
Consultations

1. Either Party may request in writing consultations to
the other Party with respect to any matter regarding the
interpretation or application of this Agreement referred to
in Article 204.

2. The complaining Party shall deliver the reguest to the
other Party, setting out the reasons for the request,
including identification of the measure at issue and an
indication of the legal and factual basis for the
complaint.

3. The Party to which the request for consultations is
made (hereinafter referred to in this Chapter as “the Party
complained against”) shall respond in writing within 10
days following the date of receipt of such request.

4. The Parties shall start holding consultations in good
faith within:

(a) 15 days after the date of receipt of the request
for consultations in cases of urgency; or

Note: Cases of urgency include those which
concern goods or services that lose their
guality or current condition in a short
period of time; they include perishable
goods or such services which lose their
trade value after a determined date.

(b) 30 days after the date of receipt of the request
for consultations for all other matters.

5. The Party complained against shall endeavor to make
available pertinent government agencies or other regulatory
bodies which have expertise in the matter subject to
consultations.

6. Consultations under this Article shall be confidential
and without prejudice to the right of either Party in any
further proceedings. During consultations each Party shall
provide sufficient information to enable a full examination
of the matter at issue including how it might affect the
operation and application of this Agreement and treat any
confidential information exchanged on the same basis as the
Party providing such information.

7. Consultations may be held in person or by any
technological means available to the Parties. Unless
otherwise agreed by the Parties; if in person,
consultations shall be held alternatively in each Party.

Article 209
Establishment of Arbitral Tribunals

1. The complaining Party may request in writing the
establishment of an arbitral tribunal to the Party
complained against to consider the matter:

(a) 1f the Party complained against does not respond
within 10 days, or does not enter into
consultations within 30 days after the date of
receipt of the request for such consultations; or
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