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Article 36
SIGNATURE, RATIFICATION, ACCEPTANCE
AND APPROVAL

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature, at United Nations
Headquarters from 3 April 2006 until one month after the date of its entry into
force, by Governments invited to the United Nations Conference for the
Negotiation of a Successor Agreement to the International Tropical Timber
Agreement, 1994,

2. Any Government referred to in paragraph 1 of this article may:

(a) At the time of signing this Agreement, declare that by such
signature it expresses its consent to be bound by this Agreement (definitive
signature); or

(b)  After signing this Agreement, ratify, accept or approve it by the
deposit of an instrument to that effect with the depositary.

3. Upon signature and ratification, acceptance or approval, or accession, or
provisional application, the European Community or any intergovernmental
organization referred to in article 5, paragraph 1, shall deposit a declaration
issued by the appropriate authority of such organization specifying the nature
and extent of its competence over matters governed by this Agreement, and
shall inform the depositary of any subsequent substantial change in such
competence. Where such organization declares exclusive competence over all
matters governed by this Agreement, the member States of such organization
shall not take the actions under article 36, paragraph 2, article 37 and article
38, or shall take the action under article 41 or withdraw notification of
provisional application under article 38.

Article 37
ACCESSION

1. This Agreement shall be open for accession by Governments upon
conditions established by the Council, which shall include a time-limit for the
deposit of instruments of accession. These conditions shall be transmitted by
the Council to the Depositary. The Council may, however, grant extensions of
time to Governments which are unable to accede by the time-limit set in the
conditions of accession.

2. Accession shall be effected by the deposit of an instrument of accession
with the depositary.

Article 38
NOTIFICATION OF PROVISIONAL APPLICATION

A signatory Government which intends to ratify, accept or approve this
Agreement, or a Government for which the Council has established conditions
for accession but which has not yet been able to deposit its instrument may, at
any time, notify the depositary that it will apply this Agreement provisionally
in accordance with its laws and regulations, either when it enters into force in
accordance with article 39 or, if it is already in force, at a specified date.

Article 39
ENTRY INTO FORCE

1. This Agreement shall enter into force definitively on 1 February 2008 or
on any date thereafter, if 12 Governments of producers holding at least 60 per
cent of the total votes as set out in Annex A to this Agreement and 10
Governments of consumers as listed in Annex B and accounting for 60 per
cent of the global import volume of tropical timber in the reference year 2005
have signed this Agreement definitively or have ratified, accepted or approved
it pursuant to article 36, paragraph 2, or article 37.

2. If this Agreement has not entered into force definitively on 1 February
2008, it shall enter into force provisionally on that date or on any date within
six months thereafter if 10 Governments of producers holding at least 50 per
cent of the total votes as set out in Annex A to this Agreement and seven
Governments of consumers as listed in Annex B and accounting for 50 per
cent of the global import volume of tropical timber in the reference year 2005
have signed this Agreement definitively or have ratified, accepted or approved
it pursuant to article 36, paragraph 2, or have notified the depositary under
article 38 that they will apply this Agreement provisionally.

3. If the requirements for entry into force under paragraph 1 or paragraph 2
of this article have not been met on 1 September 2008, the Secretary-General
of the United Nations shall invite those Governménts which have signed this
Agreement definitively or have ratified, accepted or approved it pursuant to
article 36, paragraph 2, or have notified the depositary that they will apply this
Agreement provisionally, to meet at the earliest time practicable to decide
whether to put this Agreement into force provisionally or definitively among
themselves in whole or in part. Governments which decide to put this
Agreement into force provisionally among themselves may meet from time to
time to review the situation and decide whether this Agreement shall enter into
force definitively among themselves.
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