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INTERNATIONAL TROPICAL TIMBER AGREEMENT, 2006
PREAMBLE
The Parties to this Agreement,

(a) Recalling the Declaration and the Programme of Action on the
Establishment of a New International Economic Order; the Integrated
Programme for Commodities; the New Partnership for Development; and the
Spirit of SZo Paulo and S#o Paulo Consensus, as adopted by UNCTAD XI;

(b) Also recalling the International Tropical Timber Agreement,
1983, and the International Tropical Timber Agreement, 1994, and recognizing
the work of the International Tropical Timber Organization and its
achievements since its inception, including a strategy for achieving
international trade in tropical timber from sustainably managed sources;

(c)  Further recalling the Johannesburg Declaration and Plan of
Implementation as adopted by the World Summit on Sustainable Development
in September 2002, the United Nations Forum on Forests established in
October 2000 and the associated creation of the Collaborative Partnership on
Forests, of which the International Tropical Timber Organization is a member,
as well as the Rio Declaration on Environment and Development, the Non-
Legally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global Consensus
on the Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development of All Types
of Forests, and the relevant Chapters of Agenda 21 as adopted by the United
Nations Conference on Environment and Development in June 1992, the
United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, the United
Nations Convention on Biological Diversity and the United Nations
Convention to Combat Desertification;

(d)  Recognizing that States have, in accordance with the Charter of
the United Nations and the principles of international law, the sovereign right
to exploit their own resources pursuant to their own environmental policies and
have the responsibility to ensure that activities .within their jurisdiction and
control do not cause damage to the environment of other States or of areas
beyond the limits of national jurisdiction, as set forth in principle 1(a) of the
Non-Legally Binding Authoritative Statement of Principles for a Global
Consensus on the Management, Conservation and Sustainable Development of
All Types of Forests;

(€)  Recognizing the importance of timber and related trade to the
economies of timber producer countries;

(f)  Also recognizing the importance of the multiple economic,
environmental and social benefits provided by forests, including timber and
non-timber forest products and environmental services, in the context of

sustainable forest management, at local, national and global levels and the
contribution of sustainable forest management to sustainable development and
poverty alleviation and the achievement of internationally agreed development
goals, including those contained in the Millennium Declaration;

. .Amv .ﬁ:.:}ww recognizing the need to promote and apply comparable
criteria and indicators for sustainable forest management as important tools for

all members to assess, monitor and promote progress toward sustainable
management of their forests;

. (h) . Taking into account the linkages of the tropical timber trade and
the international timber market and wider global economy and the need to take

a global perspective in order to improve transparency in the international
timber trade;

(1) Reaffirming their commitment to moving as rapidly as possible
toward achieving exports of tropical timber and timber products from
sustainably managed sources (ITTQ Objective 2000) and recalling the
establishment of the Bali Partnership Fund;

(G)  Recalling the commitment made by consumer members in

January 1994 to maintain or achieve the sustainable management of their
forests;

(k) Noting the role of good governance, clear land tenure
arrangements and cross-sectoral coordination in achieving sustainable forest
management and legally sourced timber exports;

. () Recognizing the importance of collaboration among members,
international organizations, the private. sector and civil society, including
indigenous and local communities, and other stakeholders in promoting
sustainable forest management;

(m) Aiso recognizing the importance of such collaboration for

improving forest law enforcement and promoting tfrade from legally harvested
timber;

o (n)  Noting that enhancing the capacity of forest-dependent
indigenous and local communities, including those who are forest owners and
managers, can contribute to achieving the objectives of this Agreement;

.on Also noting the need to improve the standard of living and
&GZnSm conditions within the forest sector, taking into account relevant
internationally recognized principles on these matters, and relevant
International Labour Organization Conventions and instruments;
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