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Convention 155

CONVENTION CONCERNING OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY
AND HEALTH AND THE WORKING ENVIRONMENT

The General Conference of the International Labour Organisation,

Having been convened at Geneva by the Governing Body of the International
Labour Office, and having met in its Sixty-seventh Session on 3 June 1981,
and

Having decided upon the adoption of certain proposals with regard to safety
and health and the working environment, which is the sixth item on the
agenda of the session, and

Having determined that these proposals shall take the form of an international
Convention,

adopts this twenty-second day of June of the year one thousand nine hundred and
eighty-one the following Convention, which may be cited as the Occupational
Safety and Health Convention, 1981:

ParTt 1. ScOPE AND DEFINITIONS

Article 1
1. This Convention applies to all branches of economic activity.

2. A Member ratifying this Convention may, after consultation at the earliest
possible stage with the representative organisations of employers and workers
concerned, exclude from its application, in part or in whole, particular branches of
economic activity, such as maritime shipping or fishing, in respect of which special
problems of a substantial nature arise.

3. Each Member which ratifies this Convention shall list, in the first report on
the application of the Convention submitted under article 22 of the Constitution of
the International Labour Organisation, any branches which may have been
excluded in pursuance of paragraph 2 of this Article, giving the reasons for such
exclusion and describing the measures taken to give adequate protection to
workers in excluded branches, and shall indicate in subsequent reports any
progress towards wider application.

Article 2

1. This Convention applies to all workers in the branches of economic activity
covered.

2. A Member ratifying this Convention may, after consultation at the earliest
possible stage with the representative organisations of employers and workers
concerned, exclude from its application, in part or in whole, limited categories of
workers in respect of which there are particular difficulties.

3. Each Member which ratifies this Convention shall list, in the first report on
the application of the Convention submitted under article 22 of the Constitution of
the International Labour Organisation, any limited categories of workers which
may have been excluded in pursuance of paragraph 2 of this Article, giving the
reasons for such exclusion, and shall indicate in subsequent reports any progress
towards wider application.

Article 3

For the purpose of this Convention—

(a) the term ‘“branches of economic activity” covers all branches in which
workers are employed, including the public service ;
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