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(c) Any reference to the competent authority of the State shall be construed as
referring, where appropriate, to the competent authority in the relevant territorial unit.

4. If a Party to the Convention makes no declaration under paragraph 1 of this article,
the Convention is to extend to all territorial units of that State.

Article 14
Entry into force

1. This Convention shall enter into force six months after deposit of the third
instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

2. When a State ratifies, accepts, approves or accedes to this Convention after the
deposit of the third instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession, this
Convention shall enter into force in respect of that State six months after the date of the
deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession. The Convention
shall enter into force for a territorial unit to which this Convention has been extended in
accordance with article 13 six months after the notification of the declaration referred to in
that article.

Article 15
Amendment

1. Any Party to the Convention may propose an amendment to the present Convention
by submitting it to the Secretary-General of the United Nations. The Secretary-General
shall thereupon communicate the proposed amendment to the Parties to the Convention
with a request that they indicate whether they favour a conference of Parties to the
Convention for the purpose of considering and voting upon the proposal. In the event that
within four months from the date of such communication at least one third of the Parties to
the Convention favour such a conference, the Secretary-General shall convene the
conference under the auspices of the United Nations.

2. The conference of Parties to the Convention shall make every effort to achieve
consensus on each amendment. If all efforts at consensus are exhausted and no consensus
is reached, the amendment shall, as a last resort, require for its adoption a two-thirds
majority vote of the Parties to the Convention present and voting at the conference.

3. An adopted amendment shall be submitted by the depositary to all the Parties to the
Convention for ratification, acceptance or approval.

4. An adopted amendment shall enter into force six months after the date of deposit of
the third instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval. When an amendment enters
into force, it shall be binding on those Parties to the Convention that have expressed consent
to be bound by it.

5. When a Party to the Convention ratifies, accepts or approves an amendment
following the deposit of the third instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval, the
amendment shall enter into force in respect of that Party to the Convention six months after
the date of the deposit of its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval.

Article 16
Denunciations

1. A Party to the Convention may denounce this Convention by a formal notification
in writing addressed to the depositary. The denunciation may be limited to certain territorial
units of a non-unified legal system to which this Convention applies.

2. The denunciation shall take effect 12 months after the notification is received by the
depositary. Where a longer period for the denunciation to take effect is specified in the
notification, the denunciation shall take effect upon the expiration of such longer period
after the notification is received by the depositary. The Convention shall continue to apply
to settlement agreements concluded before the denunciation takes effect.

DONE in a single original, of which the Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and
Spanish texts are equally authentic.
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