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UNITED NATIONS CONVENTION ON INTERNATIONAL
SETTLEMENT AGREEMENTS RESULTING FROM MEDIATION

The Parties to this Convention,

Preamble

Recognizing the value for international trade of mediation as a method for settling
commercial disputes in which the parties in dispute request a third person or persons to
assist them in their attempt to settle the dispute amicably,

Noting that mediation is increasingly used in international and domestic commercial

practice as an alternative to litigation,

Considering that the use of mediation results in significant benefits, such as
reducing the instances where a dispute leads to the termination of a commercial
relationship, facilitating the administration of international transactions by commercial
parties and producing savings in the administration of justice by States,

Convinced that the establishment of a framework for international settlement
agreements resulting from mediation that is acceptable to States with different legal, social
and economic systems would contribute to the development of harmonious international

economic relations,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1

Scope of application

1. This Convention applies to an agreement resulting from mediation and concluded
in writing by parties to resolve a commercial dispute (“settlement agreement”) which, at
the time of its conclusion, is international in that:

(a) At least two parties to the settlement agreement have their places of business

in different States; or

(b) The State in which the parties to the settlement agreement have their places of

business is different from either:

(i) The State in which a substantial part of the obligations under the settlement

agreement is performed; or

(ii) The State with which the subject matter of the settlement agreement is most

closely connected.
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