#H

H

aHE 7 A 26 H &R

117

(iii)  a Party may authorize exploratory fishing only on the basis of
sound scientific research and when it is consistent with the Joint
Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring and its own

national scientific program(s),

(iv)  a Party may authorize exploratory fishing only after it has notified
the other Parties of its plans for such fishing and it has provided

other Parties an opportunity to comment on those plans, and

W) a Party must adequately monitor any exploratory fishing that it has

authorized and report the results of such fishing to the other Parties.

2. To promote implementation of this Agreement, including with respect to the Joint
Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring and other activities undertaken pursuant
to Article 4, the Parties may form committees or similar bodies in which representatives

of Arctic communities, including Arctic indigenous peoples, may participate.

Article 6
Decision-Making

1. Decisions of the Parties on questions of procedure shall be taken by a majority of

the Parties casting affirmative or negative votes.

2. Decisions of the Parties on questions of substance shall be taken by consensus.
For the purpose of this Agreement, “consensus” means the absence of any formal

objection made at the time the decision was taken.

3. A question shall be deemed to be of substance if any Party considers it to be of

substance.

Article 7
Dispute Settlement

The provisions relating to the settlement of disputes set forth in Part VIII of the
1995 Agreement apply, mutatis mutandis, to any dispute between Parties relating to the
interpretation or application of this Agreement, whether or not they are also Parties to the

1995 Agreement.

Article 8
Non-Parties

1. The Parties shall encourage non-parties to this Agreement to take measures that

are consistent with the provisions of this Agreement.

2. The Parties shall take measures consistent with international law to deter the
activities of vessels entitled to fly the flags of non-parties that undermine the effective

implementation of this Agreement.

Article 9
Signature

1. This Agreement shall be open for signature at Ilulissat on 3 October 2018 by
Canada, the People’s Republic of China, the Kingdom of Denmark in respect of the Faroe
Islands and Greenland, Iceland, Japan, the Republic of Korea, the Kingdom of Norway,
the Russian Federation, the United States of America and the European Union and shall

remain open for signature for 12 months following that date.

2. For signatories to this Agreement, this Agreement shall remain open for

ratification, acceptance or approval at any time.
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