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Article 2
Objective of this Agreement

The objective of this Agreement is to prevent unregulated fishing in the high seas
portion of the central Arctic Ocean through the application of precautionary conservation
and management measures as part of a long-term strategy to safeguard healthy marine

ecosystems and to ensure the conservation and sustainable use of fish stocks.

Article 3
Interim Conservation and Management Measures Concerning Fishing

1. Each Party shall authorize vessels entitled to fly its flag to conduct commercial

fishing in the Agreement Area only pursuant to:

(a) conservation and management measures for the sustainable management
of fish stocks adopted by one or more regional or subregional fisheries
management organizations or arrangements, that have been or may be
established and are operated in accordance with international law to
manage such fishing in accordance with recognized international

standards; or

(b) interim conservation and management measures that may be established

by the Parties pursuant to Article 5, paragraph 1(c)(ii).

2. The Parties are encouraged to conduct scientific research under the framework of
the Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring established pursuant to Article 4

and under their respective national scientific programs.

3. A Party may authorize vessels entitled to fly its flag to carry out exploratory
fishing in the Agreement Area only pursuant to conservation and management measures

established by the Parties on the basis of Article 5, paragraph 1(d).

4. The Parties shall ensure that their scientific research activities involving the
catching of fish in the Agreement Area do not undermine the prevention of unregulated
commercial and exploratory fishing and the protection of healthy marine ecosystems. The
Parties are encouraged to inform each other about their plans for authorizing such

scientific research activities.

5. The Parties shall ensure compliance with the interim measures established by this
Article, and with any additional or different interim measures they may establish pursuant

to Article 5, paragraph 1(c).

6. Consistent with Article 7 of the 1995 Agreement, coastal States Parties and other
Parties shall cooperate to ensure the compatibility of conservation and management
measures for fish stocks that occur in areas both within and beyond national jurisdiction
in the central Arctic Ocean in order to ensure conservation and management of those

stocks in their entirety.

7. Other than as provided in paragraph 4 above, nothing in this Agreement shall be
interpreted to restrict the entitlements of Parties in relation to marine scientific research

as reflected in the Convention.

Article 4
Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring

1. The Parties shall facilitate cooperation in scientific activities with the goal of
increasing knowledge of the living marine resources of the central Arctic Ocean and the

ecosystems in which they occur.

2. The Parties agree to establish, within two years of the entry into force of this
Agreement, a Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring with the aim of
improving their understanding of the ecosystems of the Agreement Area and, in
particular, of determining whether fish stocks might exist in the Agreement Area now or
in the future that could be harvested on a sustainable basis and the possible impacts of

such fisheries on the ecosystems of the Agreement Area.

3. The Parties shall guide the development, coordination and implementation of the

Joint Program of Scientific Research and Monitoring.
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