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the Agreement for the Implementation of the Provisions of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 relating to the
Conservation and Management of Straddling Fish Stocks and Highly Migratory
Fish Stocks of 4 August 1995 (“the 1995 Agreement”); and

the 1995 Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and other relevant
instruments adopted by the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

Nations;

UNDERLINING the importance of ensuring cooperation and coordination between the
Parties and the North-East Atlantic Fisheries Commission, which has competence to
adopt conservation and management measures in part of the high seas portion of the
central Arctic Ocean, and other relevant mechanisms for fisheries management that are
established and operated in accordance with international law, as well as with relevant

international bodies and programs;

BELIEVING that commercial fishing is unlikely to become viable in the high seas
portion of the central Arctic Ocean in the near future and that it is therefore premature
under current circumstances to establish any additional regional or subregional fisheries
management organizations or arrangements for the high seas portion of the central Arctic

Ocean;

DESIRING, consistent with the precautionary approach, to prevent the start of
unregulated fishing in the high seas portion of the central Arctic Ocean while keeping

under regular review the need for additional conservation and management measures;

RECALLING the 2007 United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples;

RECOGNIZING the interests of Arctic residents, including Arctic indigenous peoples,
in the long-term conservation and sustainable use of living marine resources and in
healthy marine ecosystems in the Arctic Ocean and underlining the importance of

involving them and their communities; and

DESIRING to promote the use of both scientific knowledge and indigenous and local
knowledge of the living marine resources of the Arctic Ocean and the ecosystems in
which they occur as a basis for fisheries conservation and management in the high seas

portion of the central Arctic Ocean,

HAVE AGREED as follows:

Article 1
Use of Terms
For the purposes of this Agreement:

(a) “Agreement Area” means the single high seas portion of the central Arctic
Ocean that is surrounded by waters within which Canada, the Kingdom of
Denmark in respect of Greenland, the Kingdom of Norway, the Russian
Federation and the United States of America exercise fisheries
jurisdiction;

(b) “fish” means species of fish, molluscs and crustaceans except those

belonging to sedentary species as defined in Article 77 of the Convention;

(©) “fishing” means searching for, attracting, locating, catching, taking or
harvesting fish or any activity that can reasonably be expected to result in

the attracting, locating, catching, taking or harvesting of fish;
(d) “commercial fishing” means fishing for commercial purposes;

(e) “exploratory fishing” means fishing for the purpose of assessing the
sustainability and feasibility of future commercial fisheries by contributing

to scientific data relating to such fisheries;

® “vessel” means any vessel used for, equipped to be used for, or intended to

be used for fishing.
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