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AGREEMENT TO PREVENT UNREGULATED HIGH SEAS FISHERIES

IN THE CENTRAL ARCTIC OCEAN

The Parties to this Agreement,

RECOGNIZING that until recently ice has generally covered the high seas portion of
the central Arctic Ocean on a year-round basis, which has made fishing in those waters

impossible, but that ice coverage in that area has diminished in recent years;

ACKNOWLEDGING that, while the central Arctic Ocean ecosystems have been
relatively unexposed to human activities, those ecosystems are changing due to climate
change and other phenomena, and that the effects of these changes are not well

understood;

RECOGNIZING the crucial role of healthy and sustainable marine ecosystems and

fisheries for food and nutrition;

RECOGNIZING the special responsibilities and special interests of the central Arctic
Ocean coastal States in relation to the conservation and sustainable management of fish

stocks in the central Arctic Ocean;

NOTING IN THIS REGARD the initiative of the central Arctic Ocean coastal States as
reflected in the Declaration Concerning the Prevention of Unregulated High Seas

Fishing in the Central Arctic Ocean signed on 16 July 2015;

RECALLING the principles and provisions of treaties and other international
instruments relating to marine fisheries that already apply to the high seas portion of the

central Arctic Ocean, including those contained in:

the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea of 10 December 1982 (“the

Convention”);
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