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When developing technical regulations or conformity assessment procedures:

each Party shall use relevant international standards, guides or recommendations, or the
relevant parts of them, to the extent provided for in paragraph 4 of Article 2 and in
paragraph 4 of Article 5 of the TBT Agreement, as a basis for its technical regulations and
conformity assessment procedures and avoid deviations from the relevant international
standards or additional requirements when compared to those standards, except when the
Party developing the technical regulation or conformity assessment procedure can
demonstrate, based on relevant information, including available scientific or technical
evidence, that such international standards would be ineffective or inappropriate for the
fulfilment of legitimate objectives pursued, as referred to in paragraph 2 of Article 2 and

paragraph 4 of Article 5 of the TBT Agreement; and

if a Party does not use relevant international standards, guides or recommendations, or the
relevant parts of them, as referred to in paragraph 1, as a basis for its technical regulations or
conformity assessment procedures, that Party shall, on request of the other Party, explain the
reasons why it considers such international standards to be ineffective or inappropriate for the
fulfilment of legitimate objectives pursued, as referred to in paragraph 2 of Article 2 and
paragraph 4 of Article 5 of the TBT Agreement, and provide the relevant information,
including available scientific or technical evidence on which this assessment is based, as well
as identify the parts of the technical regulation or conformity assessment procedure concerned
which in substance deviate from the relevant international standards, guides or

recommendations.

4.  Each Party shall encourage its regional or national standardising bodies within its territory to
cooperate with the relevant standardising bodies of the other Party in international standardising
activities. Such cooperation may take place in international standardising bodies of which both
Parties or standardising bodies of both Parties are members. Such bilateral cooperation could aim,
inter alia, at promoting the development of international standards, facilitating the development of
common standards for both Parties in areas of shared interest where there are no international
standards, in particular as regards new products or technologies, or further enhancing the exchange

of information between the standardising bodies of the Parties.

ARTICLE 7.7

Standards

1. The Parties affirm their obligations under paragraph 1 of Article 4 of the TBT Agreement to

ensure that regional or national standardising bodies within their territories accept and comply with

the Code of Good Practice for the Preparation, Adoption and Application of Standards in Annex 3
to the TBT Agreement.
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