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(c)  within 10 months after the date of the request for information pursuant to paragraph 2 of

Article 3.22:
(i)  no reply is provided; or
(ii) the information provided is inadequate to confirm that the product is originating; or
(d) following a prior request for assistance pursuant to Article 3.23 and within a mutually agreed
period, in respect of products which have been the subject of a claim as referred to in
paragraph 1 of Article 3.16:
(i) the customs authority of the exporting Party fails to provide the assistance; or
(ii) the result of that assistance is inadequate to confirm that the product is originating.
2. The customs authority of the importing Party may deny preferential tariff treatment to a

product for which an importer claims preferential tariff treatment where the importer fails to comply

with requirements of this Chapter other than those relating to the originating status of the products.

3. If the customs authority of the importing Party has sufficient justification to deny preferential
tariff treatment under paragraph 1, in cases where the customs authority of the exporting Party has
provided an opinion pursuant to subparagraph 4(b) of Article 3.22 confirming the originating status
of the products, the customs authority of the importing Party shall notify the customs authority of
the exporting Party of its intention to deny the preferential tariff treatment within two months after
the date of receipt of that opinion. If such notification is made, consultations shall be held on
request of a Party, within three months after the date of the notification. The period for consultation
may be extended on a case by case basis by mutual agreement between the Parties. The consultation
may take place in accordance with the procedure set out by the Committee on Rules of Origin and
Customs-Related Matters established pursuant to Article 22.3. Upon the expiry of the period for
consultation, the customs authority of the importing Party may deny the preferential tariff treatment
solely on the basis of sufficient justification and after having granted the importer the right to be
heard.

ARTICLE 3.25
Confidentiality
1. Each Party shall maintain, in accordance with its laws and regulations, the confidentiality of

any information provided to it by the other Party pursuant to this Chapter, and shall protect that

information from disclosure.
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