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AGREEMENT BETWEEN
THE GOVERNMENT OF JAPAN AND
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
ON ENHANCING COOPERATION IN PREVENTING
AND COMBATING SERIOUS CRIME

The Government of Japan and the Government of the
United States of America (hereinafter referred to as “the
Parties”),

Prompted by the desire to cooperate more closely to
prevent and combat serious crime, particularly terrorism,

Recognizing that more effective information sharing is
an essential component in the fight against serious crime,
particularly terrorism,

Recognizing the need to further facilitate secure
international travel under their respective visa waiver
programs, and the importance of preventing and combating
serious crime, particularly terrorism, while respecting
fundamental rights and freedoms, notably privacy and the
protection of personal data,

Have agreed as follows:

Article 1
Definitions

For the purposes of this Agreement:

(1) “Automated querying” shall mean an online
procedure for comparing fingerprint data through the
national contact points designated in accordance with
Article 3 for the purpose of determining, on an automated
basis, whether a match exists between fingerprint data
transmitted by the national contact point of the querying
Party (hereinafter referred to as “the querying contact
point”) and fingerprint data made available by the queried
Party.

(2) “Personal data” shall mean any information
relating to an identified or identifiable natural person.
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