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(b) Any Contracting Party that is an intergovernmental organization
may participate in the vote, in place of its Member States, with a
number of votes equal to the number of its Member States which are
party to this Treaty. No such intergovernmental organization shall
participate in the vote if any one of its Member States exercises its
right to vote and vice versa.

4. The Assembly shall meet upon convocation by the Director General
and, in the absence of exceptional circumstances, during the same period
and at the same place as the General Assembly of WIPO.

5. The Assembly shall endeavor to take its decisions by consensus and
shall establish its own rules of procedure, including the convocation of
extraordinary sessions, the requirements of a quorum and, subject to the
provisions of this Treaty, the required majority for various kinds of
decisions.

Article 14
International Bureau

The International Bureau of WIPO shall perform the administrative tasks
concerning this Treaty.

Article 15
Eligibility for Becoming Party to the Treaty

1. Any Member State of WIPO may become party to this Treaty.

2. The Assembly may decide to admit any intergovernmental
organization to become party to this Treaty which declares that it is
competent in respect of, and has its own legislation binding on all its
Member States on, matters covered by this Treaty and that it has been
duly authorized, in accordance with its internal procedures, to become
party to this Treaty.

3. The European Union, having made the declaration referred to in the
preceding paragraph at the Diplomatic Conference that has adopted this
Treaty, may become party to this Treaty.

Article 16
Rights and Obligations Under the Treaty

Subject to any specific provisions to the contrary in this Treaty, each
Contracting Party shall enjoy all of the rights and assume all of the
obligations under this Treaty.

Article 17
Signature of the Treaty

This Treaty shall be open for signature at the Diplomatic Conference in
Marrakesh, and thereafter at the headquarters of WIPO by any eligible
party for one year after its adoption.

Article 18
Entry into Force of the Treaty

This Treaty shall enter into force three months after 20 eligible parties
referred to in Article 15 have deposited their instruments of ratification or
accession.

Article 19
Effective Date of Becoming Party to the Treaty

This Treaty shall bind:

(a) the 20 eligible parties referred to in Article 18, from the date on
which this Treaty has entered into force;

(b) each other eligible party referred to in Article 15, from the
expiration of three months from the date on which it has deposited its
instrument of ratification or accession with the Director General of
WIPO.
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