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Preamble
The Contracting Parties,

Recalling the principles of non-discrimination, equal opportunity,
accessibility and full and effective participation and inclusion in society,
proclaimed in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the United
Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities,

Mindful of the challenges that are prejudicial to the complete development
of persons with visual impairments or with other print disabilities, which
limit their freedom of expression, including the freedom to seek, receive
and impart information and ideas of all kinds on an equal basis with others,
including through all forms of communication of their choice, their
enjoyment of the right to education, and the opportunity to conduct
research,

Emphasizing the importance of copyright protection as an incentive and
reward for literary and artistic creations and of enhancing opportunities for
everyone, including persons with visual impairments or with other print
disabilities, to participate in the cultural life of the community, to enjoy the
arts and to share scientific progress and its benefits,

Aware of the barriers of persons with visual impairments or with other print
disabilities to access published works in achieving equal opportunities in
society, and the need to both expand the number of works in accessible
formats and to improve the circulation of such works,

Taking into account that the majority of persons with visual impairments or
with other print disabilities live in developing and least-developed
countries,

Recognizing that, despite the differences in national copyright laws, the
positive impact of new information and communication technologies on the
lives of persons with visual impairments or with other print disabilities may
be reinforced by an enhanced legal framework at the international level,
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